The definition of variants which I use myself is as follows:

“Variants are coins of the same type, year, mint and mintmaster which differ deliberate or undeliberate of each other because they are struck with working dies which are produced with slightly different patrixes, or because of the use of different legend dies or edge dies”

This may a.o. include a slightly changed design, differences of the edge or a somewhat altered place, shape or size of the letters/symbols depicting the year, mint or mint-master.

